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SAN FRANCISCO

— Yahoo Inc.’s rejec-

fion of Microsoft Corp.'s
unsolicited takeover bid left
investors guessing the next move
in & tense mating dance that may
hateh @ more iImposing chal-
lenger to Google Inc. The rebutl,
formally announced early Mon-
day, wasn't a surprise because
Yahoo had beaked its intention
over the weekend. AP

WASHINGTON — Presi-
2 dent Bush, acknowladging

that the couniry is sutler-
ing through a period of economic
uncertainty. called on Congress
Monday to do mare to halp peo-
ple and businesses hurt by the
housing slump and credit crunch
during a brief infroduction to his
annual economic report. AP

HEW YORK — Bank
3 of America Corp. and

Chewvron Corp. will replace
tobacco company Alria Group
Ing. and manufacturer Honeywell
International Inc. in the Dow
Jones industrial average, giving
the stock market's best-known
indicator bigger slices of the
banking and energy sectors. AP

LOS ANGELES — William
4 Lerach, a former pariner

at a well-known New York
law firm, was senfanced Monday
fo two years in federal prison for
his rofe in a lucrative kickback
scheme, Lerach, 61, was also
sentenced 1o twio years proba-
fion, fined $250,000 and ardered
to complete 1,000 hours of com-
munity service, AP

LOS ANGELES — The
5 estate of “Lord of the

Rings” creator JR.R.
Totkien is suing the film studio
that released the trlogy based on
his books, claiming the company
failed to pay a cut of gross prof-
its. The lawsult claims New Line
was required to pay 7.5 percent
of gross receipts from the films
to Tolkian's estate and the ather
plaintifis. AP

WASHINGTON — The
6 government is investigal-

ing reports of engine
fires in General Motors’ full-
size sport wtility vehicles. The
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration said in a post-
ing on its Web site that it has
received two reports of fires
on 2007 model year Chevrolet
Tahoe SUVs, AP

NEW YORK — Ol fulures
7 shot higher for the third

straight day Monday as
concerns about potential supply
disruptions overshadowed wor-
ries about the cooling economy,
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez threatened Sunday to cut
off oll sales to the U.5. as retali-
ation for court orders IrEEEIHQ
assats belonging to Venezuela.
AP

SMALL BUSINESS LOAN OF THE WEEK

Company: MJB Technology Solutions

Amount: $50,500

Purpose: Start company

By JENNIFER NICKULAS
jnickulas@manchexpress.com

A local technology solu-
tions company, headquar-
tered in the Millyvard, helps
businesses make sure their
long-term computer system
setup meshes with their busi-
ness plans,

It's a thought that many
business owners don’talways

consider when they think of

company infrastructure, ac-
cording to Marc Berthiaume,
owner of MIB Technology
Solutions,

The company, located in
the Amoskeag Business In-
cubator at 33 South Com-
mercial St., was a way for
Berthiaume 1o give smaller

businesses the advantage of

having an in-house IT per-
son, without actually having
one on a full-time payroll.

That’s not 1o say he’s limit-
ed s recruitment efforts.

“Everybody has 1T pain,”
he said.

Al medium- to large-sized
companies, the information
technology department is too
focused on keeping things
running that it can’t focus
on specific projects. And in
larger companies, more ad-
vanced syslems reguire spe-
cific documentation and pro-
cesses 10 keep everyihing
moving smoothly, he said.

A big difference that sets
his company, which has
about 15 clients, apart from
others such as computer re-
pair shops, is that MJB Solu-
tions doesn’t sell hardware or
software, he said.

Most of the time, a compa-
ny's main source of technical
information is from a sales-
person trying to hawk a new
server or hard dnive.

“Too many businesses get
computer advice from some-
one trying to sell them some-
thing,” Berthiaume said.
“We look at the big picture
and discuss disaster planning
as well.,”

He said people would be

surprised at the number of

businesses that don’t have a
plan for what to do if a fire
takes oul a business, and its
computer system,

*“Alot oftimes, if'they can’
recover computers, they go
out of business,” he said.

For example, one of his cli-
ents hadn't been backing up
its daily data, which should
be done every day, Berthiau-
me said.

His company was called
in to fix the acute problem
of developing a backup sys-
tem, and also netted anoth-
er deal to set up a system o
keep the problem from hap-
pening again, he said.

SBA loan and set up shop in
a space tailored for new com-
panies, several of which are
Berthuiame’s clients.

“It"s much more than hav-
ing an economical place to
run a business.” he said of the
Amoskeag Business Incuba-
tor. “*We share a small busi-
ness  coach L:Il'l{j. TESOUrces,
and all talk to each other.”

The Small Business Admin-
istration is an independent

Sederal agency thar aids and

protects the interests of smaill
businesses. It offers different
types of foans and financing
aptions for small business-
es, offen in the form of loan
guaranties. The SBA  guar-
antees loans made by banks
and other private lenders to
small business elients aeross
the country,

Marc Berthiaume, owner of MTE Technology Solutions. (Express
Photo/Jennifer Nickulas)

Ii's sometimes a chal-
lenge to convince business-
es what a virtual systems pro
can achieve for them before
a problem actually develops,
he said.

But despite that, the busi-
ness is going well, Berthiau-
me said.

Berthiaume wouldn't dis-
close any specifics, but would
say that sales and profit are
ahead of the original busi-
ness plan’s projection.

*I think there's a huge mar-
ket for this, especially in the
smaller companies that don’
have an IT person,” he said.

He combined some of his
personal savings with the

Postage rates headed up again

Mailing a letter
to goup 1 cent

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Mailing a letter will soon
cosl a penny more,

The cost of a first-class
stamp will rise to 42 cents
starting May 12, the U.S.
Postal Service said Monday.

The price of the Forever
stamp will go up at the same
time, meaning those stamps
can still be purchased for 41
cents but will remain good
for first-class postage after
the rate increase takes effect.

The post office has sold 5 bil-
lion Forever stamps since they
were introduced last April,
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Wall St. moves modestly higher

NEW YORK (AP)
Wall Sireet finished higher
in an uneasy session Mon-
day as retail and homebuild-
ers stocks rose on expecta-
tions for more interest rate
cuts, but banks and insurers
fell on worries about further
morigage debt troubles.

The Federal Reserve has
been in rate-cutting mode
this year and 1t 1s expected to
lower the federal funds rate
once more either this month
or at 1ts next regularly sched-
uled meeting March 18. And
the cheaper cost of money is
beginning 1o register in the
stock market.

“A number of sectors like
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retail and housing stocks have
done better since the Fed act-
ed, and they are leading the
market again today,” said
Steve Goldman, chief mar-
ket strategist at Weeden &
Co. “These stocks are called
carly bellwethers and they
tend to lead a recovery.”

But investors continue 1o
grapple with bad news in
the credit markets, The stock
market fell in early trading
and remained volatile even
after recovering, with Wall
Street clearly concerned by
news that American Interna-
tional Group Ine. might have
more mortgage debl to write
off.
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Give something sweet
to your sweetheart.
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Same day pickup &
delivery available

1o ardder, please call or visit:

603-625-1010
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Manchester, NH 03101
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